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EXAMPLES OF HARD-TO-SEE AMBIGUITIES

Mary says she wants to marry a painter. 


"I want to marry Fred; he's a painter." 


"I don't care who I marry, but he's got to be a painter." 

George painted the blue house white.


The three houses on the street started out green, blue, and yellow, but then George and his wife bought them.  George painted the blue house white.  It wasn't until 1955 that John bought them and painted them all that cream color you see now.


See those three houses up there that George used to own, the two yellow ones and the blue one?  George painted the blue house white.  They'd all been been green up until then.  John painted them yellow and blue much later.

Smith's (1975) data prove that Anderson's (1963) results are incorrect.


If you write, on the basis of this statement in someone else's paper, that Smith (1975) said Anderson (1963) was wrong, then you've been fooled.  The statement does not make clear whether it was Smith or the current author who applied Smith's data to Anderson's results.
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