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Table 1.  Illustration of a properly typed table.  The legend consists of a title (a noun phrase, not a sentence) and, optionally, and one or more descriptive sentences.

	
	
	Heading that spans columnsc
	

	Stub headinga
	Column heading Ab
	Column heading B
	Column heading C
	

	Treatment 1
	123
	12.3
	7 ± 3.2
	

	Treatment 2
	1,456
	4.5
	9 ± 5.4
	

	Treatment 3
	12,789
	-67.8
	8 ± 6.9
	


Methods are often relegated to footnotes, sometimes to an unnumbered note like this one.

aThe stub heading always describes the entries below it (which, collectively, are called the "stub" of the table), never the headings to the right of it.  A heading intended to describe Column headings A, B, and C would have to go above them, like "Heading that spans columns."

bIf any entry in a column contains a comma to separate groups of three digits, then all entries must, even though four-digit numbers might appear in the text without commas.  Note also that (unless the journal specifies otherwise) a heading with nothing above it should "float down" as far as it can rather than "floating up" to, e.g., the level of "Heading that spans columns."

cThe "spanner rule" (horizontal line that spans more than one column but less than the full width of the table) below a heading must span the full width of all the columns the heading is intended to apply to.  It should span the width of the headings or the width of the data, whichever is wider.

